
Shiawassee River
Local Treasure Seeks National Water Trail Designation



120 miles from headwaters in Oakland 

County to the Shiawassee National 

Wildlife Refuge where it joins the 

Saginaw River



Shiawassee River–A Patchwork of Advocates

o Recreation, Conservation, Education and Promotion
o Headwaters Trails, Inc

o Keepers of the Shiawassee

o Friends of the Shiawassee River

o Shiawassee Conservation District 

o Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy

o County and Local Governments

o Downtown Development Authoirites

o Regional and Local Chambers of Commerce



Friends of the Shiawassee River

o Based in Owosso, 1 full time staff

o 501(c)3 Membership Organization

o Water Trail Project coordinator

o Environmental Education

o Volunteer Network

o Benthic Monitoring

o River Cleanups

o Obsolete/Dangerous Dam Removals

o Water Trail Development- launch sites



Headwaters Trails, Inc.

o Based in Holly, Northern 

Oakland County 

o All Volunteer non-profit 

o Nonmotorized transportation

o Mile Markers & Interpretive 

Signage

o River Cleanups & Woody 

Debris Management

o River Events & Education

Saginaw Bay WIN was one of many partners that 

invested in the development of the miles 0-8 of the 

Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail.



Keepers of the Shiawassee
o Based in Fenton

o All Volunteer Group

o Cleanups and Woody Debris 

Mgmt

o Interpretive Signage

o Water Trail Development: 

Launch

o Brochures

o Paddling Events



Local Governments & Business Organiztions

o Focus on Economic 

Development

o River Events (Cleanups and 

Festivals)

o Raising Awareness of the River

o Best Management Practices

o DDA’s taking a lead role
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